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With this novel, the author introduces readers to a new detective. Milosh is more modern, maybe 

more “American”, but also more mysterious, complex and far from perfect. Whenever the 

opportunity arises, he has no problem letting his fists do the talking. He is in the middle of a divorce 

and sometimes he also lies. Miloš must deal with the murder of a young Italian, a homosexual. Is it a 

crime of passion? Perhaps it is the result of predjudice against people of other sexual orientations? 
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Synopsis 

MILOŠ 

Avgust Demšar’s seventh crime novel, which brings in a new main character, Inspector Miloš, 

starts with two prologues. The first is set in Rome, where Felipe Gonzales is on holiday. He 

spends time with his friends on the sandy beaches of Rome where he falls in love with a boy 

who he calls Remedios. They spend several romantic days together in Rome, and then Felipe 

invites his lover to come to Slovenia with him for a year. Remedios says yes the very same 

evening.  

The second prologue takes place in a region called the Slovenian Hills, where a girl wearing 

sports clothes enters a log cabin. In a dark club room, she undresses in front of a man. "She 

starts to go down on him, gently, carefully at first, then she will go harder and faster." This 

lasts less than ten minutes. As she leaves the cabin, she makes sure there is no one around, 

then walks down to the car park and drives off in a shiny Mini Cooper.  

The first part of the novel introduces the central character—Inspector Miloš, who is not unlike 

a detective from an American crime drama series. He is going through a divorce and has no 

qualms about using the power of his fists when he has to, which is why he is unpopular at 

work, not that that bothers him. He and his colleague Drago are ordered by their boss to 

investigate a suspicious death in a nine-storey block of flats in the Tabor district. “Someone 

inflicted several blows to the head of a man who was lying on the ground. At least one of them 

came from above, with a couple of powerful blows also aimed at his face, which was 

disfigured.”  The corpse is identified when the detectives find Felipe Gonzales, who, in the 

morgue, recognises his partner Luca Bianchi, whom he called Remedios.  

On the eve of the murder, Luca was supposedly talking to his neighbour Peter Hočevar, which 

was somewhat unusual, as Peter was a member of a specific subculture that viewed 

homophobia as a value. Did the boy murder his neighbour out of his hatred of homosexuals? 

The suspense in the novel is built by stripping down our social values. 

Interwoven in the first part of the novel are several stories with a variety of characters, one of 

which is Nina, whose real name is Nataša. She grew up in a poor family, but still managed to 

study at a private higher education institution, as she understood that education was the best 

investment for her. She was a good student, so she was able to get a scholarship, but her 

needs grew over time, prompting her to look for an additional source of income. She valued 

herself too much to work as a waitress or do other lousy jobs for a few euros, and she was 

also attracted to older men, so she started to consider offering them her services occasionally. 

The money she made from her side job meant she was able to afford her studies, clothes from 

famous fashion designers and even a new Mini Cooper. But one day during an exam at 
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university, she inadvertently got in the way of student’s plan to cheat his way to a good grade. 

And he wanted get revenge.  

The second part of the novel begins with another murder. The victim is Peter Hočevar, who 

was found by his mother. There was no one else in the flat at the time of his death, so it was 

treated as a suspected suicide. His father Karel had gone hunting early in the morning, his 

sister Eva had spent the night at a friend's house, and his mother Ljuba was having coffee at a 

neighbour's house. When she got home, she could smell gas. First, she went to her son's room 

because he had supposedly come home very drunk and she was worried about him, because 

he had suicidal tendencies. The autopsy confirmed that his death was due to gas poisoning. 

The detectives found Bianchi's iPhone in his jacket pocket and thought the two cases were 

connected. Perhaps Peter regretted the murder and committed suicide in the heat of the 

moment, in a drunken state, as no suicide note was found. On the other hand, the front door 

was not locked, so anyone could have entered the flat, even at the risk of being caught by 

other family members.  

Before the detectives can unravel the mystery of Bianchi's murder and find out if Peter really 

committed suicide, they are confronted with another death. Nataša Ogrinc was murdered and 

an envelope addressed to Miloš was found in her handbag, linking him to the victim and 

leading to his suspension. Nataša was struck with a fatal blow at least three times, and the 

pathologist's report on her injuries showed there were similar injuries and a similar weapon 

was used to that used on Bianchi. 

Miloš' colleague Drago was glad he had been suspended because that meant he was able to 

take over the Luca Bianchi case. He assumed that Bianchi had been murdered by Peter 

Hočevar, who, according to Drago's theory, did not commit suicide but was murdered out of 

revenge by Felipe Gonzalez, Bianchi's lover.  

During the investigation into the brutal murder of Nataša Ogrinc, detectives had some fun 

when they found her phone which revealed how she had made her extra income. They found 

the telephone numbers and addresses of her clients. “On the basis of her call history, in just 

over ten days the detectives visited a member of the management of a certain bank, a 

secondary school teacher, a primary school headmaster, a municipal administration official, a 

private dentist, two lawyers working in the public sector, a baker, a taxi driver and a doctor 

specialising in paediatrics. Ten people.” However, one call, which came five days after the 

murder, could not be traced.  In it, a concerned male voice asked Nina, as Nataša was known 

by her clients, where she was and if everything was all right.  

Miloš was still puzzled how the envelope with his name on it had ended up in Nataša's 

handbag. He explained to his colleague, Detective Inspector Nika Lavrič, that someone must 

have planted it. He remembered opening the letter on the staircase, throwing the envelope 

into the rubbish bin beneath the letterboxes in the hallway. Someone must have taken the 
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envelope, but how it got to the murdered Nataša, the inspector didn't know, and he had other 

concerns anyway. The man who was seeing his wife, with whom was going through a divorce, 

accused him of beating him up.  

Although he was suspended, Miloš was troubled by Nataša's murder and called the head of 

her murder investigation, admitting that he was perturbed by a student who had been some 

sort of disagreement with the murdered girl. Miloš had spoken to him off the record and had 

got a strange feeling from him, so he urged the detectives to check him out. 

Investigators also came across another clue thanks to a text message sent to Nataša's phone 

number. The detectives sent a reply pretending to be her and arranged to meet the mystery 

man at the train station. Maruša, who was one of the detectives, took the place of Nataša and 

successfully completed the task, as the police caught a married secretary of state, who was 

known for opposing the rights of same-sex couples and defending traditional family values. It 

was obvious that he had met up with Nataša regularly. Although he was not suspected of 

murder, it turned out that it was he who had put the envelope with Miloš' name in the purse 

of the victim. He had done this to plant false information and protect himself, as he had 

noticed for some time that she had been going through his things. Miloš was ruled out from 

being involved in the murder and was able to return to work. 

The Bianchi case was still being investigated by Nika and Drago even after he returned, but 

Miloš took over the coordination between the two investigations, suspecting that they were 

linked because of the similarity between the injuries and the time of their occurrence. He and 

Nika wanted to investigate something else about Peter Hočevar's death, so they visited his 

primary school to get a better impression of who he really was. They found out that he was a 

rather quiet boy with a gentle soul, who had many interests and was active in class. But in the 

last three years he became rather obnoxious, shaved his head, wore Doc Martens and a green 

army jacket, and one of the teachers suspected that homophobic ideas had begun to appeal 

to him. The two detectives found out that he had had a hard time on the winter school trip 

they took in the sixth year, and that this was also when when the accident happened. Nika 

and Miloš came up with a theory which they then verified with the school psychologist, who, 

although having no specific recollection of the boy's transformation, after reviewing the 

school's records and thinking a little more about the deceased pupil, found their theory to be 

very likely. "It is possible (and, after talking to the school psychologist, even very likely) that 

Peter Hočevar discovered homosexual tendencies in himself." 

In the third part of the novel, Inspector Nika learns more about the accident that happened 

during the school trip. When the parents came to pick up their children, one of the fathers 

noticed a boy lying between two rocks by the side of the road. His name was Anže and he was 

a friend of Peter's. The case was closed and the police concluded that the boy had had an 

unfortunate accident— something that was disproven many years later. 
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During further investigations into the murder of Nataša Ogrinc, detectives find another clue 

and visited the cheating student, who admitted to witnessing the tragedy but firmly denied 

being involved in her murder. Meanwhile, Miloš' detective instincts lead him to the outskirts 

of the Slovenian Hills, as less than a week ago, he had pried out of the secretary of state that 

Nataša was meeting up with some nutjob once a week in a hunting lodge. The student also 

mentioned the same place to him and said that he had bumped into her there on Thursday 

between 5 and 6 p.m. After talking to the keeper of the hunting lodge, Miloš asked his 

colleague Branka if she could pick him up. When she pulled into the car park, she mentioned 

that Peter Hočevar's father, Karel, who was a hunter, had also been picked up for questioning 

from the same place.  

In the fourth part, which bears the meaningful title A Slovenian Tragedy, it seems at first that 

the detectives have pinpointed the perpetrator of the violent crimes, Karel Hočevar, but soon 

a dramatic twist occurs. After questioning him, the detectives admit that they do not have 

sufficient grounds to keep him in custody, so they release him. Only a few minutes later, 

several events in the block of flats where Peter Hočevar and Luca Bianchi died take place in 

rapid succession. Someone calls Miloš and tells him to go inside the block of flats where he 

notices a hand clinging to the stair railing on the fourth or fifth floor. He hears a domestic 

argument, followed by the sounds of people shoving, stomping around and crying. He 

recognises the person hanging over the railing—it is Eva Hočevar, Peter's sister, and then he 

sees two hands pushing the frightened girl over the banister. He tries to judge the direction of 

her fall, tries to save her and seconds later the girl crashes into him. 

The fifth part begins with the shocking news that Miloš died while being transported to 

hospital. He had headed towards the blocks of flats on Ljubljana Street because he had 

received a call from Detective Nika Lavrič, who had finally realised how the cases were linked 

and who the killer was. Under the names of the victims, which included Peter's school friend 

Anže, she had written the names of the people connected to them—and then it hit her like a 

bolt from the blue. The murderer is Ljuba Hočevar. It turns out that she had committed the 

murders since she believed that her family was in danger because of the whores who were 

taking advantage of her unsuspecting husband and homosexuals who were exploiting her 

son's illness. She went on a murderous rampage, even murdering her own son, because she 

was horrified at the thought of him revealing his sexual orientation. But she never explained 

why she had wanted to kill her daughter Eva, not even on her death bed in a prison hospital 

eight years later. 

The novel ends with an epilogue and another twist: Miloš was not dead. He had lost 

consciousness from the severe pain and fallen into a deep state of unconsciousness while 

being taken to hospital. Eighty-two hours later, he woke up from his coma, and within two 

more days he was already eating grapes and convincing doctors that he had dreamt of his 
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death, his funeral and dancing ravens. He still could not feel his lower body, so it is not known 

if and when his condition will improve and if he will be able to solve any more cases.  
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